
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 2 May 2012] 

 p2158b-2159a 

Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [1] 

HAINSWORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL SITE, GIRRAWHEEN 

186. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Housing: 

I refer to the site of the former Hainsworth Primary School in Girrawheen, which has been vacant for two years 

and is earmarked for a Department of Housing development, but in the meantime is a wasteland and the site of 

antisocial behaviour and several fires. 

(1) When does the minister intend to do something about the state of this site? 

(2) When will the building commenced on this site? 

(3) What explanation can the minister give nearby residents for why the Department of Housing cannot 

properly secure the site as a matter of urgency? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 

(1)–(3) I cannot give the member for Girrawheen particulars about that particular site. We deal with dozens of 

sites across the state. If the member wants that sort of information, she should ask a question on notice. 

I can tell the member for Girrawheen that these processes are often complicated. We have been working 

in the member for Kingsley’s electorate with the redevelopment of the East Greenwood Primary 

School. These matters are complicated. We engage with communities, we engage with local 

governments, we engage with other planning authorities and ultimately we will deliver developments. I 

do not have — 

Mr B.J. Grylls: The record on building social housing—what is the government’s record on that? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is a very, very good question. We have built — 

Ms R. Saffioti: Don’t tell me you’ve got a strategy. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We do have a strategy. Here it is. Since the member for West Swan asked the question—I 

will get back to that, Mr Speaker—let us reflect back to 2001 when the soon-to-be retired member for Pilbara 

was the housing minister. 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Quite a specific question was asked by the member for Girrawheen. The minister has 

said that he is unable to answer the question put to him by the member for Girrawheen. Quite clearly he is doing 

something other than answering the question. If he is doing that, I suggest that he should be sat down, Mr 

Speaker, because he is operating outside the standing orders. 

The SPEAKER: I am sure the Minister for Housing will be able to provide some information to the member for 

Girrawheen. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will, Mr Speaker. I was going to put into context what we are doing, because to pick out 

one particular block and expect me to have that information at hand is a bit rich when one considers that since 

coming to government we have built over nearly 3 500 social housing dwellings compared to a — 

Ms L.L. Baker interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: You know what? I do not think people pay much attention — 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member for Girrawheen’s question refers specifically to the site of the former 

Hainsworth Primary School. That is the only matter or piece of land that this question is about. The minister is 

referring to some general policy matters. It is not the subject of the question. I draw your attention to relevance. 

The SPEAKER: You have drawn my attention to it, member for Midland. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The point I am making, member for Midland, if she turned her ears on, is that we are very 

busy in the housing space. I do not sit around and look at one school. We deal with dozens of sites around the 

state with our multiunit developments. We have built more than 3 000 dwellings since we came to power. Let us 

not forget the Labor government averaged an increase in housing stock of 203 per annum for seven years in 

government. We have given 15 years of Labor performance in three years. There is a range of issues around land 

supply, around affordable rentals and now with a SharedStart scheme around affordable home ownership. It is a 
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busy time in the housing space. If the member for Girrawheen puts that particular question on notice, I will give 

her some information. 

 


